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Name of Building:  Kerrigan's Buildings

Former Name: Kerrigan's Buildings

Owner:

Lessee/s: Current Use/s:

Date of Construction: 1915 Architect: Possibly Builder:

J. Spencer - Stansfield
History: A Mrs Kerrigan, of the Clarence Hotel, Leichhardt, applied to Ashfield Council on 29/9/1915
to erect six shops and attached four room dwellings in Ramsay Road, each estimated to cost £750. No
name of an architect or builder is recorded in Council's B A Register.

In 1916, the shops were occupied by:

163 Joseph Davies 171 Miss F. Hinton, ladies outfitter
165 William Fane, butcher 173 J&M Darragh, fishmongers
167 Leslie Ritchie, confectioner 175 James Skinner, [ruiterer

169 Mrs A McElroy, milliner 177 Frank Davis, boot shop

References: Sands Directories.
Ashfield Municipal Council Building Applications Register.

Description: This impressive two-storey brick and stucco ensemble consists of six occupancies which,
because of the slope of the street, are built with shop floors at six slightly different levels and upper
storeys on three levels, stepping down to the west. The footpath awning is a suspended steel structure
also on three levels and below this the shopfronts have been altered. Above the awning the facade is
divided by face brick piers which extend above the parapet line and have recessed strips and moulded
caps. Each bay has a large semi-circular three-ring brick arch beyond which there would have been a
recessed balcony. The rest of the walling, apart from decorative accents, is stuccoed. The parapeting is
marked by moulded string courses and copings, and the parapets are decorated alternately with roughcast
centred brick roundels and panels containing the date 1915. The splayed corner at Lawson Street is
flanked by matching piers, bears the name KERRIGAN'S BUILDINGS In raised lettering, and has a
segmental pediment containing the date.

The side walling, facing Lawson Street, is of brickwork which is now painted except for truncated piers
marking the stepping down of the parapet, presumably following the line of the roof slope within. There
is a residential entrance in this wall. The high quality of this design suggests that it was possibly the work
of J. Spencer - Stansfield.

Modifications: The extent of the shopfront alterations has not been determined, but it is evident that
there was once an entrance in the splayed corner and a shop window in the Lawson Street return, above
which the awning extends and there is a remnant top hamper. None of the recessed first floor balconies
survives, all the arched openings having been filled in with brickwork and new, unmatched, windows
formed. Most of the infill brickwork and some of the original face work has been rendered and painted.
The surviving fenestration of the Lawson Street face has been altered.
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Name of Building: KERRIGAN'S BUILDING
Contribution Appropriate Compatible Harmonious Compatible Existing Existing
To Streetscape:  Scale/mass Form/shape Style Materials Colour  Shop
Scheme Fronts
1 1 1 2 2 2-4
1= Excellent 2= Good 3= Fair 4= Poor 5= Disruptive
Heritage Listings LEP NT AHC Heritage Other

Study

Statement of Significance:

An impressive, handsome and unified suite of six shop and dwelling units which, by virtue of both
its design condition, is a very important part of this streetscape.

Recommendations For Conservation Action:

(a) Immediate:
Adopt a uniform colour scheme and signage treatment of the awning fascia. Adopt a paint
and colour scheme designed to enhance the original character of the building.

(b) Medium Term:
Adopt measures to unify the shopfronts, including that on the Lawson Street corner, based on
what is known of the original design. Remove extraneous intrusive detailing.

(¢) Long Term:
Open up and reconstruct the first floor balconies.

Desirable Planning Objectives:

Additional Comments:
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Name of Building: Kerrigan's Building

Photograph taken by | Roll No.
Robert Irving

Neg No. 92-084-3

Frame No. 3 Sce also
frames 4,5,6 & 7
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